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England would rise against Germany as she rose against
Napoleon,

"Do you know England?** he asked me. "Ribbentrop
does. One has to know the way to put things to those
English. Then they will agree to anything. This England
will die away in peace, a nation that has lived its great
life to the full. It will make way for us. Peacefully, or
pretty well so."

*'You are more likely to drive the English into the arms
of the Russians."

"Rubbish! They have got to keep the peace. They
don't want to part with their possessions. Their workers
will not give up anything of their high standard of living.
That makes them weak. You shake your head. Just go
across the Channel. You will not find yourself back again
in the fortunate land of your youth. Here and there you
will find yourself right back in the less fortunate thirteenth
century. A country in which the very door-handles have
to be turned the wrong way. Where there is an aristocratic
republic without any genuine, belted aristocracy. Where
earthly success is regarded as the sign of God's blessing;
all that blend of primitiveness and decadence! It won't
last much longer. You doubt that? You think the elements
that have formed and maintained that great Empire cannot
be a mere matter of routine. Go on doubting! All the same,
it is just routine that holds the whole structure together.
Give it a poke and it will collapse."

"Good God! Is that what you really think? Is that the
wisdom of your lord and master Ribbentrop? What a
grotesque misconception!'5

"Don't get excited. Things are going already according
to plan. The British haxe capitulated, They did not march
on account of Austria, and they will not for Czechoslovakia,
And once they have abandoned their friends in Central
Europe, no one will trust them any longer. One day they
will be alone* That is the situation into which Ribbentrop
is manoeuvring them."

"And what then?"

"Then? There's no then!  They are capitulating otxce for
leaving the way free for us.**